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MAC tent at Corvettes at Carlisle

ANOTHER FUN FILLED
SUMMER OF GREAT CARS
AND FRIENDS

Sangrey Open House During Corvettes at Carlisle

gffs

“Chef K.C.” at the Shippensburg Leasing Picnic
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ANOTHER GREAT CARLISLE WEEKEND

Our Oasis
and the
NCRS ten at
the Fairgrounds

Lounging at
the Sangrey’s
“Big White
House On The
Hill”

Picnicking with
Shippensburg
Leasing
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
Tom Vollrath, Jeffersonton, VA

What a great summer for MAC. We opened with a memorable Chapter
meet in Front Royal and adjusted our sights on St Charles. MAC had 32
members at the National Convention where Ron Wilson and Martha
Baird accepted MAC’s 2007 Top Flight award. We closed the summer
with the traditional Carlisle weekend. This year we shared one of our
three vendor spaces with the NCRS membership tent (see enclosed
Thank You from NCRS). The open house Friday evening at Bill &
JoAnn Sangrey’s and the picnic Saturday evening at The Shippensburg Leasing Co were unsurpassed and
once again make me proud to be part of an organization where generosity and hospitality is a tradition.
We are looking forward to a Drive-In Cruise-In to the Stephens City Family Drive-In the second weekend in
Sep. Our annual meeting is scheduled for Oct 11th in Fredericksburg and will pit the Arts & Crafts Fair against
5 hours of Corvette related DVD’s. Following the annual meeting we have a large group attending the Riverside Dinner Theater for a production of 42nd St. Finally, we’ll close out the year Nov 8th & 9th with a Chapter
Judging Retreat at the Classic Car Center using the blueprint taken from previous NCRS Judging Retreats
held in Dallas.
There are several points of interest that I would like to share with you from our last Board of Directors meeting
in August. After “begging & borrowing” LCD projectors for several years, it was decided that MAC should purchase one. It will receive a significant “shake-down cruise” at our annual meeting. The Board also decided to
purchase a “MAC” brick to be placed at the NCM and have the previous MAC Chairman’s bricks co located
around it.
Finally, this issues “Chairman’s Mug Shot” was taken in 1969 on the Atlantic side of the Panama Canal with
Sheryl “sitting” on our 1968. I had saved for four years and in March ’68 purchased my first car, a brand new
Corvette. After a summer cross country to El Paso & back that summer, I took the car to Panama (the first
C3 in the Canal Zone and Panama). The isthmus roads were absolutely terrible so after numerous coast to
coast trips (~60miles each way) had taken their toll; we sold our corvette to a “local” and proceeded to purchase a used VW.

Welcome New Members
Cynthia Allen
Towson MD 21204-1801
New Member ~ Aug 2008

Jim & Pat Citro
Columbia MD 21044-1445
New Member ~ Aug 2008

Jeanne & Joe DeDay
Dillsburg PA 17019-9132
New Member ~ Aug 2008

Dr. Patrick & Michelle Petrillo
Doylestown PA 18901-2132
New Member ~ Jun 2008

Jack Wuerker & Effie Triarhos
Vienna VA 22182-1769
New Member ~ Aug 2008

Karl & Roberta Wilhelm
Gainesville VA 20155-1029
New Member ~ Jul 2008

We at Mid-Atlantic Chapter (MAC) of the National Corvette Restorers Society (NCRS) take great pride in welcoming our
new members. Our chapter has been growing and striving to meet new challenges since 1982. Our members come
from a variety of backgrounds, some with expertise on restorations, some with knowledge of Corvette history and some
who just enjoy taking an occasional drive on a Sunday afternoon. Whatever your interests may be, please take some
time to mark your calendar with our upcoming events and activities. As always, we look forward to seeing you and your
family attending MAC events (your car or cars to be included, of course!) Should you have any membership questions,
call Robert Patton at 540-788-4563, email rrpkcp@earthlink.net or contact any MAC officer.
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MAC ANNUAL MEETING (Oct 11th)
Corvette DVD Screening / Fredericksburg Arts & Crafts Fair / Dinner Theater

http://www.bmgevents.com/

Date:
Location:

http://www.riversidedt.com/

October 11, 2008
Fredericksburg Hospitality House (former Holiday Inn Select)
2801 Plank Road
Fredericksburg, VA 22401

** NOTE **
Room and theater reservations need to be made early as the Arts & Crafts Festival draws
many people to Fredericksburg and the theater performances are usually to a full house. We
currently have 31 people attending the dinner theater. Mike Greenfield (pa61@verizon.net)
will hold 11 more seats until Sep 21st by which time he will need a paid commitment. Room
reservations should be made direct with Hospitality House.
Room reservations:
tion group code "MAC."

1-800-682-1049 or 1-540-786-8321, discounted $95.00 per night, men-
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Schedule of Events:
8:30
9:00

11:30
3:00
5:00

Registration (coffee and donuts provided)
Start Activities
Corvette DVD Screening
California Screamin’
The Early Years of Corvette Racing
The Road to Restoration
Ultimate Factories: Corvette Z06
Route 66, The Quick and the Dead (Jan 13, 1961)
Depart for Fredericksburg Arts & Crafts Festival
Lunch at the Hospitality House
Annual Meeting and Election of Officers
Depart for Riverside Dinner Theater
5:30
Cocktail Hour
6:15
Dinner
~ 8:00-11:00 42nd Street

------------------------------------------------Registration Form
Name: _________________________________ Spouse/ Guest: _________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________ State: _______________________ ZIP: __________
Telephone: ______________________ NCRS Number ____________ (See Restorer Label)

Family Registration Fee
Lunch
Fredericksburg Tour Arts & Crafts Festival (door fee @ Expo Center)
Riverside Dinner Theater
$54.45 (includes tax & tip) per person x __

N/C
TBD
N/C
____

Total: ____

Please make check payable to MAC/NCRS
Hold Harmless Agreement: I agree to insure my vehicle and property against loss, damage, and liability
and to provide proof of such insurance to NCRS at time of registration. I agree to assume the risk of any and
all damages or injury and to indemnify and hold harmless NCRS, its officers, agents, employees, and chapters for any acts or omissions which may result in the theft, damage, or destruction of my property or injury to
me or to others occurring during, or as a consequence of this convention, wherever located.
Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: ________________

Mail registration to:

Mike Greenfield
9703 Pamela Ct.
Spotsylvania, VA 22553
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2008 NCRS ST. CHARLES ROAD TOUR
Bob Baird, Glen Allen, VA

On Monday, July 14, 2008, Martha and I packed up our 1960 Corvette and headed to Front Royal,
partly for a good hot fudge sundae at Cliff and Sandy Good’s and partly because that was where the
eastern NCRS Road Tour to St. Charles, Missouri began. After arrival and check-in, we nearly
missed the ice cream social due to a train not just blocking the road, but one that stopped altogether!
But, we managed to detour around it and arrived before all the ice cream was gone!
The 2007 NCRS Road Tour to Marlborough, Massachusetts was one of temperatures in the 70s and
low humidity. Just right for driving a convertible Corvette with no air conditioning. Tuesday, the first
morning of the tour was just like that and Martha even needed to put on her jacket. A beautiful day
with blue skies and big, white, puffy clouds. But, alas, it was only a teaser, as the rest of the tour
treated us to 90s and high humidity. Fortunately, all those memories quickly fade and those of the
fun remain.

“Hey Buddy, ease up on that pedal a bit!”

Stopping for gas is a good excuse to sit
in the shade for a while.
The end of the first day took us to Canal Winchester, Ohio,
home to the famous Bob McDorman classic car collection
boasting at least one of every year Corvette. All the mountains and curves during the first half of that day’s travel were
just what a Corvette driver relishes as one new callous on
each of my hands will demonstrate! Wednesday morning,
the group went over to Bob McDorman’s and got to go
through each of the big buildings housing his collection.

Zora Duntov’s 1955 Mule Car-

There’s always a great
selection at your local
OK Used Car lot!
Fearless tour
leader, Bill Sangrey, on the
throne of Bob
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And, as if that weren’t enough, we then headed over to a fullyequipped restoration shop. Although it was mainly for European sports cars, the 1950 Allard that Zora Arkus-Duntov personally race prepared was there, along with its Ardun heads
and Zora’s signature scratched into the dash! They were kind
enough to start it for us and did it sound great!
Hey! What’s
the Washington Monument
doing way out
here?

1950 Allard personally
race-prepared by Zora
Arkus-Duntov.
Afterwards, we took off for Georgetown, Kentucky for the night.
Thursday morning, most of the group headed over to see a
carriage farm. Others drove on to Bowling Green to see the
National Corvette Museum. Martha and I took scenic Route 68
all the way to Paducah, Kentucky.

Friday morning took us across Old Man Water, the Mississippi River, into Missouri on Route 60, the
first coast-to-coast highway stretching from Virginia Beach to L.A. The first part of Missouri was flat
and featureless, but the topography eventually gave way to hills and ridges as we neared the
Ozarks, which made the drive more interesting. We reached Branson that afternoon, just in time to
go to the Dixie Stampede dinner theater. For those for whom one theatre event wasn’t enough, a
mini drive-in theatre was set up on the motel grounds and many drove their Corvettes over to see
Cannonball Run!
On Saturday morning, the group went a block down the street to see
“’57 Heaven,” a collection of 66 restored 1957 cars, one of each
make, model and style of American car available that year. It took
one guy with a staff of 12 five years to complete the restorations.
Take your pick!
Marilyn says, “See the
USA in your Chevro-

Then we all lined up at the drive-in theatre and
left for Rolla. We arrived just in time to go and have dinner at Tom
and Alisa Green’s house. All of the other tours had converged on Rolla with about 85 Corvettes in
all. Tom and Alisa were kind enough to treat the whole group to barbeque at their house, where we
were also able to see Tom’s Corvette collection and Alisa’s collection of vintage Barbies!
Sunday was the final day and, as usual, we took the scenic back roads almost all the way to St.
Charles, where we staged the Corvettes and then had lunch in old town St. Charles. After lunch, we
paraded to the convention center. Although the tour
A great end to a great tour!
was officially over, the NCRS National Convention was
only beginning!

A 60 turning 50?
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ST. CHARLES NCRS CONVENTION
Sandi Aue, High Point, NC

Our first national convention in ’02 in Monterey was to gather information for the ’03 convention in
Hershey. So, we worked at both of them. This time we intended to enjoy the convention and totally
play the tourist role. After our fun filled four day Road Tour we were ready to see the sights.
On Monday morning, we left the hotel aboard the tour bus for downtown St.
Louis. The first stop was at the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, better
known as the Gateway Arch. It is the tallest monument within the National
Park System, being 630 feet tall, 75 feet taller than the Washington Monument.
After the obligatory photos, we boarded the “big dryer drum” for the ride to the
top. There are only 5 seats in each “drum”, with
eight “drums” in tandem.
It’s not for the faint of
heart nor the claustrophobic. The view from the top
was spectacular, and we had wonderful weather for
photos. From the top we could see the original Capitol Building, Busch Stadium, the Mississippi River,
the Basilica of St. Louis, and a wonderful view of downtown St. Louis. After the ride down the Arch, we bought the souvenirs and headed for the
Basilica.
The Basilica was the first cathedral built west of the Mississippi. It sits
in the shadow of the Arch and was dedicated in 1834. St. Louis was
the King of France. It is small by modern standards. The ornate pipe
organ was added in 1838. It continues to serve the needs of its parishioners. Being good “car people” we helped a
lady who just happened to run out of gas in front of
the bus push her SUV into a parking lot.
Back on the bus, we headed for St. Louis Union Station for lunch and shopping.
We left St. Louis taking pictures of the downtown area. It was beautiful with medians planted with flowers. We passed the Arch one more time for more photos.

Tuesday, some of us went to Grant’s Farm, a unique setting of nature, animals and history. It was
created by Anheuser-Busch as a commitment to preserving nature and wildlife.
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The Clydesdale horses are bred and raised at the farm, so we spent a lot of time with them. The

Farm is home to a diversity of animals. We took the tram tour of Deer Park, and saw animals from
six continents. They roam freely thru the park. There is also a Tier Garden where we got up close
and personal with other animals. They also have shows that feature their animal residents. Our
highlight was having our photo taken with “Matt” the football-kicking Clydesdale from the Super Bowl
commercial.
From there, we stopped at Ted Drewes Frozen Custard stand on old Route 66. It has been in operation at that location since 1941. This stop alone was worth the trip to St. Louis. One of their specialties is “Concrete”, which could be described as the ultimate Blizzard. The toughest part was
making the decision of what to have. Their list of toppings was endless. I finally decided on
“Concrete”. It was wonderful!!
After two days of sight-seeing, we felt like we had seen some of the great things about St. Louis/St.
Charles. Our final night was spent with so many of our friends enjoying an evening of dinner, dancing and entertainment with SA-BOOM! We thoroughly enjoyed the evening and haven’t laughed so
hard in a long time.

The people that put this all together should
be commended on their great achievement .
We had fun. Thank You!
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MID ATLANTIC CHAPTER – CHAPTER TOP FLIGHT - 2007
Martha Baird, MAC NCRS Chapter Awards Representative

Congratulations to MAC for winning yet again the NCRS Chapter Top Flight Award (CTFA)
for 2007!
As with the Flight awards for Corvettes, competition for CTFA is not against other chapters, but
against a set standard. Like the Top Flight Award,
the CTFA is not achieved with ease.
Some of the requirements for achieving the CTFA
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

A minimum of five percent of chapter members’
cars be registered for Flight Judging at one of
the various MAC chapter judging events.
At least eight articles written by chapter members for the Signal Seeker newsletter.
At least 15 percent of members must judge or tabulate at a MAC event.
At least 15 percent of members must drive their Corvettes to a MAC event.
At least five percent of members must drive their cars on a MAC chapter road tour.
20 percent of members must attend some sort of MAC chapter event during the year.

This is even more difficult than it looks at first because individual members can be counted only
once for an event. Look at it this way. Flight awards encourage restoration and preservation of our
favorite car. The CTFA has a single goal: To encourage participation among a broad segment of
chapter members. As with any organization, there is always a core group representing a small percentage of the membership that participates in the majority of events. CTFA seeks to enlarge this
core of participants.
MAC has over 200 members. Eleven attended the road tour and 39 members attended the NCRS
National Convention in St. Charles. That’s nearly 20 percent and that is a great turnout considering
the distance from the mid-Atlantic area. That number is primarily derived from MAC’s “core” of participating members. This is just an example of participation to show some numbers, however, and
the National Road Tour does not count toward CTFA because it is not a MAC event. Again, the
CTFA is to encourage chapter participation among that other 80 percent.
We are well on track for achieving the CTFA Award for 2008. But that does not mean that those of
you who have not yet participated in a MAC event during 2008 can just sit back for another year.
No, membership in MAC is more than that.
Even if there were no CTFA Award, we’d still want you coming out to events. Why? Simply because of the primary thrust of NCRS – Great Cars and Great Friends! We want to meet you. We
want to see your Corvette. We want you to share with us your knowledge of the Corvette by telling
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us about your car and by helping judge someone else’s car to help them achieve their goals with
their car. We want to help you learn about your own Corvette and help you enjoy it even more. We
want you to bring what you have to contribute no matter how large or small and no longer keep it at
home!
So, yes, we want to win the NCRS Chapter Top Flight Award because in doing so, it means that you
have a chapter that is active and doing things and is one you can be proud of.

MAC members enjoying a judging a judging
school amid a sea of classic Corvettes.

Bill Sangrey explains how to remove the body of a
mid-year at a session at KC Strawmyre’s shop.

After a tech session at the Classic Car Center in
Fredericksburg, MAC member and former Park
Service Historian, Mike Greenfield, led us to a
road trip through the local battlefield park.

MAC events are some of the best and often attract members from other chapters around the region.
So, why don’t YOU come out and join us for more “Great Cars and Great Friends”.
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CONGRADULATIONS
MAC CONVENTION AWARD WINNERS
Rick Aleshire - Top Flight
Bob Aue—100 level
Jeff Barbour -300 level
Sandi and Bob Aue—Sportsman
Jack Brown - 100 level
Martha and Bob Baird - Red Hats/ Duntov and Folz
Art Colussy - Sportsman
plaques earned last year/ 08 Duntov display add-on
Bill Sangrey—Sportsman
Phil Snyder - Founders
John Yglesias - 300 level/Sportsman add-on
Our apologies to any convention award winner that may have been overlooked.

FAREWELL
Duane Ravenberg, Signal Seeker Editor

This will be my final edition of the MAC Signal Seeker . Although it has been a lot of fun putting it
together over the past two years, the time spent doing so must be spent on other endeavors.
Thank you everyone who has contributed to making this one of the best newsletters in NCRS. We
were among the first to go on line with an electronic edition and to make extensive use of pictures.
Rex Poole will be taking my place starting with the next edition. He is an old MAC member who put
out the Signal Seeker when it was still produced on a typewriter. Now he is into electronic media
includes publishing and web site development which makes him well equipped for the job. With your
support, he will make the Signal Seeker even better.

GETTYSBURG REGIONAL
Duane Ravenberg, Chairman

Okay, I’m back on staff again! You all know that MAC is going to put
on a great regional at Gettysburg, PA at the end of April, 2010. Periodically throughout the next 20 months I’ll pass on information about
how we are progressing toward that end.
Right now we are finalizing our contract for the event with the Eisenhower Hotel and Convention Center who will be our host location.
Our goal is to have these negotiations completed within a couple
weeks. Another item that requires our immediate attention is setting
up a sound budget where revenues exceed expenditures.
After that, a small cadre of group managers who will plan and execute
the multiple functions required to run the event. They in turn will be asking for your help in working
with them both before and during the regional.
That’s all the info for now. However, remember Hershey 2003; this one will be even better!!
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MAC JUDGING RETREAT
November 8th and 9th 2008
Bill Sangrey, Carlisle, PA

I felt it might be helpful to provide answers to questions I’ve received regarding the MAC Judging
Retreat scheduled for November 8th and 9th at the Classic Car Center in Fredericksburg, VA.
Q: I’ve never judged before. Should I attend?
A: Absolutely yes. The lesser experienced judge is the target NCRS member for this program.
Q: I’m an experienced NCRS Judge. Should I attend?
A; Again, absolutely “yes”. Particularly if you have not attended one of the 3 National Judging Retreats held in Dallas, TX. You may have some bad habits we need to change.
Q: I do not intend to judge but I plan have my car judged. Why should I attend?
A: The Judging Retreat format will educate you on the process the NCRS Judges will follow when
they judge your car. You’ll understand what the judges are looking for and how they make their decisions regarding any point deductions made on your car.
Q: What is the primary objective of the Judging Retreat?
A: To educate the participants on the NCRS Judging processes. For example: The process the
judges follow regarding paint is specific item covered in the Retreat.
Q: What will I learn about my solid axle/midyear/shark/C4?
A: The Retreat’s focus on the Judging process means that there is less focus on the “product knowledge” of specific years or groups of years. To quote National Judging Chairman Roy Sinor “We
could use soda cans in place of Corvettes and still have a successful Judging Retreat.”
Q: Who will be the instructors?
A: At a minimum the instructors will have attended at least one of the National Dallas Judging Retreat and be experienced Judges. Notice that I did not say that an instructor must have a “Black
Hat”; i.e., be a Master Judge. It is also important to understand that instructors will take the role of
car “owner” for the Retreat. The actual owner of the car will not be the “owner” during the Retreat; he
or she may instead be a student or an instructor on another car.
Q: What cars will be used in the Retreat?
A: Cars of know quality; i.e., cars that have an established judging history. Also the cars used in the
Retreat will not be “perfect” cars. For example we will not choose a recent, near perfect, Duntov
Award car nor are we likely to use a 5 Star Bowtie or Crossed flags Award car. We will use cars that
create issues for the students and cause them to apply the education point made during the Retreat.
We intend to have at least one car from each vintage which NCRS Judges; e.g., C1, C2, C3 and C4.
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MID ATLANTIC CHAPTER NCRS JUDGING RETREAT
November 8th and 9th 2008
This event is one of the first Chapter level NCRS Judging Retreats patterned after the NCRS National Judging Retreats held in Dallas, TX and will adhere to the guidelines set by National Judging
Chairman Roy Sinor in recent “Corvette Restorer” messages.
It will be conducted at The Classic Car Center (http://www.classiccarcenter.net), 3591 Lee Hill Drive
in Fredericksburg, VA 22408.The Saturday class room instruction will use the NCRS Judging DVDs
interactively for student participation through Qs & As with Retreat instructors. Sunday will be “hands
on” practice judging with a minimum student-instructor ratio of 4 to 1.
Registration will be limited to 40 students – 8 students on 5 cars. You will earn 5 judging points by
attending both days. The $40 registration fee includes morning “coffee and”, AM & PM breaks and
lunch both days. Evening dinner will be “on your own”.
If you have attended the National Judging Retreat in Dallas you may volunteer to be an instructor. If
selected to be an instructor your registration fee will be waived and returned.
Saturday registration check-in will be from 8:00 to 8:30 AM. A short orientation session will be held
at 8:30 AM Saturday with the first training session following. Sunday’s “garage bay” session will
start at 8:00 AM. Each day’s events will conclude by 5:00 PM.
The Fredericksburg Hospitality House, 2801 Plank Road, Fredericksburg, VA 22401, is the Host hotel: reservations 540-786-8321. http://www.fredericksburghospitalityhouse.com/. The room rate is
$85 for single or double occupancy and all rooms are non-smoking. Our “Mid-Atlantic Chapter National Corvette Restorers Society” room block closes October 15th.
_____________________________________________________

REGISTRATION FORM
Mid-Atlantic Chapter Judging Retreat , Nov. 8-9, 2008
Name__________________________________ Judging Level _____ Chapter ________________
Address __________________________________ City ________________ State ___ ZIP ______
Email _______________________________ Phone__________________
Circle one: Student

Instructor

HOLD HARMLESS: I agree to insure my vehicle and property against loss, damage and liability and to provide proof of
such insurance to NCRS at the time of registration. I assume the risk of any and all damages or injury and to indemnify
and hold harmless NCRS, its officers, agents, employees and chapter for any acts or omissions which may result in the
theft, damage, or destruction of my property or injury to me or others occurring during , or as a consequence of this
meet.

Signature:________________________________________ Date: ___________ NCRS #_______
Mail Registration with $40 check payable to Mid-Atlantic Chapter NCRS to
John Yglesias 10429 Headly Court, Fairfax, VA 22032-2652
For information: Contact Bill Sangrey at 717-243-3955 or wrsangrey@embarqmail.com
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NCM AMBASSADOR MESSAGE
Bill Sangrey, MAC’s NCM Ambassador

First: If you want to win a new Corvette the National Corvette Museum is the place to go.
As I write this the most recent winner was just announced - yesterday, Saturday August 30th: The
winning ticket was pulled at the NCM Amphitheater then as part of the VIP/Lifetime dinner grand finale.
Carl Stover of Warner Robins, GA had winning Ticket number 17377 for the 2009 Victory Red Corvette Coupe with the 3LT package, chrome wheels, glass top, automatic transmission, and black interior.
Although you may have missed this opportunity – or lost out the Museum has several other raffles in
progress: Something for everybody
2009 Crystal Red Metallic Corvette Coupe
This drawing is limited to only 500 tickets available at $250 each. The winner need not be present to
win and will be drawn on Wednesday, September 10, 2008 at 2:00 p.m. C.T.
Build Your Own 2009 Z06 Corvette Raffle
The raffle winner will have the opportunity to “Build Your Own ” 2009 Z06 Corvette and choose from
model year factory colors and options. Only 500 tickets will be sold at $500 each. The winner will be
drawn on Thursday, September 18 at 2:00 p.m. at the National Corvette Museum. The winner need
not be present to win.
2009 “Build Your Own” Corvette Coupe or Convertible Raffle
The “Build Your Own” Corvette raffle gives the winner the opportunity to select a Coupe or Convertible and the choice of current factory colors and options. Raffle excludes “Z06 option” (but you can
do that in the Z06 raffle above – Bill). The winner will be drawn on Wednesday, November 19 at 2:00
p.m. CT. The winner need not be present to win. 2009 tickets are available at $100 each.
For more information and to purchase your raffle ticket for one or more of these cars AND support
the NCM, go to http://www.corvettemuseum.com/raffle/index.shtml
Now to some NMC News:
Recently you may have heard rumblings concerning the NCRS involvement with the Museum and
the NCRS display there. The NCRS National Corvette Museum Representative John Pirkle met with
NCM Officers and developed a plan which will result in NCRS continuing to have an active space
presence in the Museum. The display will tell the NCRS story and include a screen presenting pictures related to our history and events. The NCM will also place a plaque in the NCM Archive to recognize NCRS’s instrumental role in the creation of the National Corvette Museum.
Recently NCRS President Vito Cimilluca participated in the Ground Breaking ceremony for the NMC
Library and Archive addition where this NCRS plaque will be located. The following is an excerpt
from the NCM Website regarding progress on the Library and Archive addition:
“Recent donations and pledges have brought our campaign total to over $2.5 million. In June, our
campaign total was $1.4 million – we have made quite a leap on the campaign thanks to you! It is
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time to take our next positive steps toward completion of the 60,000 square-foot addition to the Museum. Our plans for preserving Corvette’s heritage and expanding the Museum into the library/
archive, display area and educational facility it was created to be are a reality, and we hope that you
will consider making a gift to help us continue with our plans.”
You can learn more about the NCM Library and archive program please at the following NCM website http://www.corvettemuseum.com/donations/index2.shtml
If you have any questions regarding the NCM or the NCRS role in it please contact me.

RON WILSON HONORED
As with all other former MAC Chairmen, Ron Wilson was honored by MAC with the installation this
brick on the walkway of the National Corvette Museum. Ron’s brick will join those of all other former
chairmen that are grouped together in one location.

The MAC Board of Directors has also voted to purchased a 12”by 12” “Brick” with the MAC logo to
be placed in the walk with the “Chairmen bricks” arranged around it. This is project is underway and
should be completed by the end of this year.
On your next visit to the NCM, look for these bricks on the walkway in front of the museum to the left
of the main entrance as you face the museum.

18

19th ANNUAL MANASSAS CRUISE –IN
After 18 years, Fredi & Chuck Berge, aka Still Cruisin’ Corvettes, handed off
the baton to Old Dominion Corvette Club
for the 19th Annual Manassas Cruise-In.
With clear skies and mild temperatures,
over 250 Corvettes showed up for this
year’s event. There was good contingent
of MAC vehicles present with Rick
Aleshire’s ’63 Z06 receiving Best in Show
honors.

Charitable Activities Update:
Jim Hofferbert
Charitable Activities Director

Once again our members have been generous in their giving to support our charity of choice for
2008. This year the Board of Directors has chosen the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation as our charity of
choice. This foundation directs more than 90% of all funds donated to actual research and very little
to administration. This is a good “bang for the buck.” To date we have generously given $816.50 to
this foundation through our charity tech session and our 50/50 raffles. We have also donated
$50.00 to the Corvette Museum as a benevolent memorial. I would like to thank all who have contributed.

SIGNAL SEEKER ADVERTISING RATES
Member Classified Ads - 25 Words or Less - FREE
Business Card Advertising
Business cards must be no larger than 2-inches by 3.5 inches. Yearly Rates; MAC members:
$20.00, non-members; $30.00
Commercial Advertising
Full Page (8.5” x 11”)
Half Page
Quarter page
1/16 Page

Full Year (4 issues)
$250.00
$140.00
$75.00
$50.00

Single Issue
$65.00
$35.00
$20.00
$15.00

No advertisements can be carried over to the next issue unless requested again before the next issue deadline. Commercial advertising requests should be sent To: MAC Vice Chairman, suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com , Cc: Signal Seeker Editor, dravenberg@triad.rr.com . Member “free” advertisements should be sent directly to the Signal Seeker Editor.
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TECH TIP: LINT-FREE RAGS
John Bissell, Sterling, VA

When you really need one, the most difficult thing to find around
the house or workshop can be a good lint-free rag. Seems like
whatever I try to use always leaves some kind of pesky little pieces
of fiber, shreds of cloth, or even small chunks to paper stuck to
places where they shouldn’t be. For years I’ve tried, with varying
degrees of difficulty (and lint remnants), to use the classic red shop
rags, well washed terrycloth towels or washcloths, old tee shirts or
baby diapers, the blue paper shop towels, and even just regular
white paper towels. And while all of these items were fairly lint-free
in some applications, they all were less than ideal in others.
But I think I’ve finally come across something that seems to be truly
lint-free in every application I’ve tried so far, and that’s the relatively
new micro-fiber cloth rags that now seem to be showing up in all
the auto parts stores. Shell gas stations here in Northern Virginia
were even giving them away free with each fill-up about a year ago.
So far, I’ve used these micro-fiber towels to wash and dry my cars, apply wax and to polish the cars,
and used them as shop rags to wipe down parts when I’m building engines. I’ve soaked them with
all sorts of garage-type solvents from gasoline to carburetor cleaners to gum cutter and even to acetone (which causes any paper-type towels to disintegrate as you’re using them). Up to this point I
haven’t come across any solvents that cause the
micro-fiber cloth to deteriorate at all, although you
should always test any solvents on a piece of microfiber cloth before using it. Unlike other towels I’ve
used, they just don’t leave any shreds or lint anywhere, even on sharp corners or edges of metal.
Like any other towel, they will “catch” on burrs and
sharp edges, but somehow they just don’t seem to
come apart or leave any lint at all, as do all the
other types of towels and rags I’ve used.
Another really good thing about the micro-fiber cloths is that, no matter how dirty, oily, or nasty they
get, I just throw them into the washing machine and dryer along with rest of my dirty work clothes or
coveralls, and they come out clean and ready for the next job (although some of the black engine
assembly lubricants that I use do leave some permanent faint stains on the cloths).
Just one word of caution, as with any cloth rag, the micro-fiber cloth does tend to pick up and retain
small metal chips (if you’ve been drilling, grinding or filing any metal items), so I keep the cloths I use
for that kind of work separate from the ones I use to wash/wax/polish the cars.
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MY CAR WON’T RUN—WHAT’S WRONG
Bill Sangrey, Carlisle, PA

(Editor’s note: This is an update of an article Bill wrote some years ago.) Recently I had a new Corvette friend approach me at a Corvette club meeting and ask “You work on the old Corvettes don’t
you? Could you help me? My ’66 won’t run?” Ted added that he had spark, gas in the carb and the
engine would turn over. Sometimes it would fire but not continue to run.
I told “Ted” that I could not do it then (just before the NCRS Road Tour) but that I would get with him
(and the car) after I returned from St. Charles.
Fast forward to August 6th. My basic approach was to expect a timing problem so basic tune-up tools
and parts were what I took. But one thing I took is a key point to this article – a new Accel distributor
rotor. I always have these on hand and never use any other distributor rotor in my cars.
To keep this story somewhat short (you all know I’m never at a loss for words) I’ll net it out:
• As I said my approach was to look at the timing.
• I trusted that the motor turned as Ted said it did.
• Removed the distributor cap to inspect the points. No movement that I could see. The car had a
“Uni set” with the condenser and point in one assembly. I just could not see any point gap.
• Pulled the Uni-set and made sure the pints were good and that they did move.
• Reinstalled them making sure there was a gap of some sort – I eyeballed 15 thousandths.
• I made sure the car was in reasonable timing by making sure the rotor was somewhere near the
#1 plug wire post when at TDC.
• Yep we had gas – after I filled the Holley’s float bowls using my trusty squeeze bottle. Gas
squirted. Good.
• Inserted the point gap adjusting wrench. Loosened the distributor hold down.
• Attached the dwell meter and timing light. (All “old tech” stuff. Fun to do that.)
(Side bar here: The only “tool” I have for the Z06 is my cell phone.)

“Uni set” ignition
points configuration—note condenser connected
directly to points
bracket

Traditional ignition points configuration—note
condenser connected to points
bracket by black
wire.
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•
•
•

Told Ted to hit the switch. It ran.
Ted had others look at the car with no success. He may think I’m the world’s best mechanic. Far
from it. Just basic stuff.
I set the dwell and timing – both were off but close enough for the engine to run.

What is the lesson (or lessons) here? Well…
•
•
•

On these old car running is basic stuff. If you’ve got gas, spark, and an engine that turns it should
run.
If not look for other “major” stuff: compression, engine turns but rotor does not. If you have one of
those problems all the tuning in the world won’t solve it. For Ted and I that was not the case. No
bad news on this relatively fresh engine.
But you need good quality parts. The latest GM production rotors just are not that.

Make sure the basic adjustments are somewhere near right. Get it running and then tune it.
But more on that rotor issue I raise. Over the years as GM worked on emissions, introducing HEI
and other features the design of the rotor changed. The result was a light weight rotor that carbon
tracked very easily designed with a much wider gap between the rotor tip and the distributor cap
post. That gap can be as wide as 90 thousandths – nearly 3 times the spark plug gap. For the spark
to “jump” that wide a gap in a normal point ignition is asking a lot.

Grey GM Spark Contact - Brown Accel Contact

Grey GM Rotor Cap

Brown Accel Rotor Cap

Making matters worse is the fact that GM cut costs by making the spark contact points aluminum in
place of the much better conducting copper. And the aluminum corrodes more easily than copper
does. The end result: if there is ANYTHING out of spec that spark will not make it. In other words if
the points are not opening as they should your chances of the engine running well are small. Or the
car will not run at all as in the case of Ted’s 66 (which is a very nice 350 HP Moss Green convertible). The tip to post gap with the Accel rotor I use is more in the 30 thousandths range with a good
old copper tip. Much better!
So net: Ted’s ’66 is running again.
But the next step for Ted and another story to be told is to convert the ignition to electronic by installing a Pertronix kit.
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MAC Toolbox
Tom Vollrath, Jeffersonton, VA
September 1, 2008
Engine Stand # 1
Engine Stand # 2
Hydraulic engine crane and tilter #1
Hydraulic engine crane and tilter #2
Solid axle rear spring banding tool
Mid-year trailing arm tools
Coil spring compressor
Radiator Stamp Kit, "CT"
Radiator Stamp Kit, "06A CG"
C1 Body Jig
C1 / C2 Body lifting Jig
C2 / C3 Body Lifting Jig
C3 Body lifting Jig
Tent poles / frame / tarp
10' x 10' Folding Canopy Top
"GM " Stamp
Engine start-up "dash board" box
Solid axle rebound strap riveting tool
NCRS Training 5 DVD Set
California Screamin' NCRS Racing DVD

Status
Available
Available
Available
Available
Available
Available
Available
Available
Available
Out
Out
Available
Available
Available
Available
Available
Available
Available
Out
Available

Member
Dwight Farmer
John Yglesias
Dwight Farmer

Ron Wilson
Ron Wilson
Bill Sangrey
Bill Sangrey

Tony Soltyka
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2008/2009 MAC SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
(September 2008)
September 12, 2008

Drive-In Cruise-In
The Family Drive-in
Stephens City, VA
Ron Wilson, Tom Vollrath

October 11, 2008

Annual Meeting & Dinner Theater
Fredericksburg, VA
KC Strawmyer, Mike Greenfield

November 8-9, 2008

Chapter Judging Retreat
Classic Car Center
Fredericksburg, VA
Bill Sangrey, Sam Neide, John Yglesias

Jan 21 – 24, 2009

Florida Winter Regional, Kissimmee, FL

April 23 – 25, 2009

Lowes Motor Speedway Regional,
Concord, NC

May 1-2, 2009

Chapter Judging Meet
Eisenhower Conference Center & Resort
Gettysburg, PA

July 12 – 16, 2009

National Convention, San Jose, CA

Sep 17 – 19, 2009

New England Regional, Marlborough, MA

Oct 17, 2009

Annual Meeting
Eisenhower Conference Center & Resort
Gettysburg, PA
* Not an official MAC NCRS event

FOR RENT—HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SC
OCEAN FRONT, 2 bedroom condo, Indoor/ outdoor pools, hot tubs, health spa, workout room, golf,
tennis and more. 11/16/08—11/23/08. At Barony Beach Resort managed by Marriott. 7 nights
only $1195. Call Jane or Duane Ravenberg, 336-474-1602 or jaravenberg@triad.rr.com for more..
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter
National Corvette Restorers Society
Membership Application
Name _____________________________________ Spouse ____________________
Address ______________________________________________________________
City _____________________________ State_________ Zip + 4 _________-______
Home Phone _____________________ Work/Cell Phone ______________________
Email Address __________________________---____@_______________________
NCRS # (Required) _____________________________________________________
Corvettes (Years) Currently Owned _______________________________________
Occupation ___________________________________________________________
Signature _________________________________________ Date ____/_____/_____
Delivery of the MAC Signal Seeker Newsletter:
Electronically / Soft Copy (Default)
U.S. Postal Service / Hard Copy
Delivery of the MAC membership roster:
Electronically / Soft Copy (Default)
U.S. Postal Service / Hard Copy
Annual Calendar Year Dues - $30.00
Apr 1st thru Jun 30th - $25.00
Jul 1st thru Sep 30th - $20.00
Oct 1st thru Dec 31st - $15.00
Make check payable to Mid-Atlantic Chapter NCRS and mail to:
MAC/NCRS
Robert Patton, Membership Chairman
12257 Elk Run Church Road
Midland, VA 22728-2418
________________________________________________________________________________
Membership in NCRS and MAC is open to persons interested in the restoration, preservation and history of the Corvette produced by Chevrolet Motor Corporation from 1953 through 1993. You must be a current member of NCRS to join MAC. NCRS is not affiliated with Chevrolet or General Motors.
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MAC MEMBERSHIP
MAC annual membership renewals are due by the end of January. The Roster will be printed during the beginning of February and only those members renewing their membership during December and January will be included. Checks should be sent to Bob Patton, Membership Chairman,
12257 Elk Run Church Road, Midland, VA 22728-2418.
Membership in NCRS and MAC is open to persons interested in the restoration, preservation and
history of the Corvette produced by Chevrolet Motor Division of General Motors Corporation from
1953 through 1991. You must be a member of NCRS to join MAC. NCRS is not affiliated with
Chevrolet or General Motors.

MAC SIGNAL SEEKER
Articles about chapter events and the members present, technical subjects, and personal experiences that would be of interest to the MAC membership are welcome for inclusion in the Signal
Seeker. In addition classified advertisements may be submitted for inclusion as space permits.
Email is the preferred means, but we have the ability to scan both text and pictures if you send
them by mail.
Send your articles and pictures to:
Rex Poole at:
rex@rexchannel.com

Signal Seeker Schedule
Issue Date

Articles Due

Publish Date

Fall

December 1

December 15

Winter

March 1

March 15

Spring

June 1

June 15

Summer

September 1

September 15

MAC MERCHANDISE
Please contact Diane Hofferbert (contact info is in the MAC directory) for all your MAC merchandise needs.
There are a number of new items available to include large coffee mugs that you can have most
any digital graphic placed on it. The selection of clothing has been expanded to include hooded
sweatshirts, quality polo’s and briefcases. You can have monograms placed on any item you order. Almost every color you may want is available. Please feel free to call/email Diane for a list of
items and colors.
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2008 MAC Board of Directors
Elected Officers
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Treasure
Secretary
Judging Chairman

Tom Vollrath
K.C. Strawmyre
John Yglesias
Bob Baird
Sam Neide

Alt - John Yglesias

Regional Directors
Northeastern
Southeastern
Southwestern
Northwestern

Jim & Diane Hofferbert
Ken & Marti Hartzog
Page Campbell
Ron & Sharon Wilson

Appointed Board Members
Charitable Activities
Historian
Membership Manager
Merchandise Manager
Nat'l Corvette Museum Ambassador
NCRS Chapter Awards Representative
Properties Manager
Signal Seeker Editor
Signal Seeker Pub. & Distribution
Technical Advisors
Web Site Manager

12257 Elk Run Church Road
Midland, VA 22728-2418

Jim Hofferbert
Tom Vollrath
Bob Patton
Diane Hofferbert
Bill Sangrey
Martha Baird
Tom Vollrath
Duane & Jane Ravenberg
Larry Negley
Mike McCagh & Jeremy Turner
Gary Wilkerson

Alt - Vacant
Alt - Vacant
Alt - Vacant
Alt - Joyce Neide
Alt - Vacant
Alt - Vacant
Alt - Vacant
Alt – Rex Poole
Alt - Ron Wilson
n/a
Alt - Vacant
Alt - Appointed alternate

